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Memorandum

To:  Appropriations Committee of the Connecticut General Assembly
From: Werner Oyanadel, LPRAC Acting Executive Director

Date: December 9, 2009

Re:  Governor’s proposed Deficit Mitigation Plan

I am responding to the Governor’s Deficit Mitigation Plan, which called for the “elimination
of - legislative commissions” including other significant cuts to state services that
disproportionately affects low income Latino children, their families and the most vulnerable
residents of our state.

The Governor’s plan recommends, among other program reduction items, suspending funding
for the Children’s Trust Fund, reducing funding for the Childhood Lead Poisoning Account,
and suspending after-school programs. The Governor’s plan eliminates funding for teen
pregnancy prevention, reduces needle exchange programs and reduces AIDS services account
by 25%. The Governor’s plan, if approved by the Connecticut General Assembly (CGA),
would also close intake to Rental Assistance Programs, provides substantial cuts to children’s
health care coverage, and suspends the successful Connecticut Youth Employment Program.
All of which serve a significant number of African American and Latino households.

The Latino population in Connecticut has continued to grow steadily since the 1990°s,
growing at a rate 12 times faster than the general population and accounts for 82% of the
state’s population growth. Connecticut’s total population according to the latest Census
information is 3,494,851 out of which 391,405 are of Latino descent. Of the 827,101 children
under the age of 18 living in Connecticut, 130,366 are of Latino/Hispanic descent and the
poverty rate for Latino children under the age of 18 for whom poverty status is determined by

“the U.S. Census is 30% — this is a very alarming statistic to the LPRAC considering that an

additional 35,000 Connecticut children are expected to fall into poverty during the recession
currently affecting the State of Connecticut.

While the LPRAC understands the seriousness of the financial problem faced by the State of
Connecticut, we refuse to believe that the antidote is to balance the budget on the backs of the
most vulnerable people residing in our state. We urge this committee to consider alternatives
to program reductions such as restructuring the state tax code to a more reliable, accountable
and fair systemn through measures such as the implementation of a more progressive income
tax, a new state eamed income tax credit (EITC), and closing corporation fax credits and
exemption loopholes.

For the record, the LPRAC budget has already been reduced by 53% this year, which resulted
in two staff layoffs and salary reductions of 25% for the remaining staff. Keep in mind that
the legislative commissions also complied with Special Act 09-06, which imposed three §
furlough days for all legislative employees during the fiscal year 2009-2010.

Attachment: Please find attached to this memo a number of letters of support that we
received in 2009 in response to other calls for eliminating the legislative commissions, |
respectfully request that they be included on the record.




Sojourner Network of Democratic Women

SNDW’s Position Statement on the Governor’s
Deficit Mitigation Package
Appropriations Conumittee’s Public Hearing (December 9, 2009)

SNDW is 2 Democratic Political Action Committee of Black women, dedicated to advocacy and
activism through the political process on issues that affect Black women and their families. We are
committed to petitioning and holding accountable state and local office holders in addressing those
jssues that impact on the health, education and well being of CT’s children and youth. SNDW's
membership is represented in 20 cities in the State of Connecticut. Our members are elected officials in
their own right, serve on the National Democratic Committee, CT Democratic State Central
Committee, local boards of aldermen and city councils, local town committees as well as boards and
commissions at both the state and local level.

In the interest of CT’s children, women and families, SNDW seeks the support of the Appropriations
Committee and all CT elected legislators to eliminate all of the following Deficit Mitigation Plan
Budget funding cuts that would have a devastating impact on CT’s children, youth and families and,
in particalar, children, youth and families of color.

(3 CT’s Early Childhood Information System in the State Department of Education
[] State Department of Education Office for Early Childhood Planning, Outreach, and Coordination

0} Health Education Lead Poisoning Prevention initiative within Urban Health and Education
Departments '

[} Cuts in crucially needed federal funds for the 2010 Early Learning Challenge Grant
application from CT that include Early Childheod Intervention Services (ECIS) for CT to receive
substantial federal funding.

Cauts that result in delays for Raise the Age, thereby keeping children in adult courts and prisons
Elimination of youth employment and after school programs

Closing of many Nurturing Families home visitation programs

Reduced funding for children with special health care needs

Suspending of intakes into the Voluntary Services Program for children with mental health needs

Reductions in housing and homelessness funds

OO0 D oo

Imposing Medicaid co-payments and HUSKY B health care p-remium.s
] Elimination of the Parent Trust Fund for parent leadership

(] Elimination of the African American Affairs Commission

0] Elimination the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission

(7 Elimination of the Commission on Children

(Refer to Position Statement Signatures on Page 2 of this Document)
Page 1 of 2



SNDW?’s Position Statement on the Govérnor’s Deficit Mitigation Package
Appropriations Committee’s Public Hearing (December 9, 2009) .

Position Statement Signature Page

et funding cuts that would have a

My signature indicates my support for the elimination of all Deficit Mitigation Plan Budg
and families of color

devastating impact on CT’s children, youth and families and, in particular, Connecticut’s children, youth
which specifically includes the list provided on page one of this document
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TICHARD BLOMENTHAL

55 Blm Sieget
ATTORNEY GENHRAL

PO, Box 1230
Hartford, CT 05141-01230

Office of The Attorney General
State of Conneciicut

TESTIMONY OF
ATTORNEY GENERAL RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
BEFORE THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
FEBRUARY 11, 2009

1 appreciate the opportunity to support the continued funding of the Latino and Puerto
Rican Affairs Commission.

1 add my voice as well to many others supporting the other commissions whose existence
is threatened - the African-American Affairs Commission, lhe Asian Pacific Americans
Commission, the Commission on Aging, the Commission on Children and the Permanent
Commission on the Status of Women,

The Lalino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission provides significant advocacy fora
significant community with unique and profoundly important needs, The Commission is also a
eritical forum for bringing together the diverse segments of that community and focusing on
public issues of parlicular importance to Latinos.

For the past 13 years, the Commission has championed many issues -- including Spanish
interpreters for courts, a-minority health council, tougher regulations for predatory fending and
improving diversity in health services. The Commission compiles a comprehensive socio-
economic siudy on the Latinos residing in the state,

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission, along with the African-American
Affairs Commission, the Asian Pacific Americans Commission, the Commission on Aging, the
Commission on Children and the Permanent Commission on the Status of Women, provide
critical information to the legislature and the public on how policies impact their communities.
The General Assembly makes better policy decisions because of their input.

I urge the committes to’ continue fimding these commissions {o ensure that our state
policies are developed with a solid, informed base of knowledge.



Aima Maya

Good afternoon, members of the committee and the public. Thank you for
allowing me this opporiunity to address you today. My name is Alma Maya, i live
at 220 Funston Ave., BPT, CT and | am here in support of the Latino and Pusrto
Rican Affairs Commission.

| am here representing the views of the Greater Bridgeport Latino Network
(GBLN), with a membership of over 300, including mysslf. | am also a member
of the Statewide Congerned Citizens Committee. | am a former member of
Governor Wieckers Councll on Hispanic Affalrs, the precursor to LPRAC, and
was a founding member and former commissionerfvice chalr of LPRAG.
Therefore, | have a strong understanding of its misslon and history.

| also know first hand of the Impaot of LPRAC an our communities, As the former
Executive Director of ASPIRA of CT, there were numerous occasions where |
called on LPRAC to assist me in supporting ASPIRA’s positions on pending
lagisiation locally and before this body. 1. PRAC never failed to produce
supporting evidence and dlso testify on behalf of falmess and equity in the areas
of education, youth, housing, ianguage rights, increased heaithcare and other
issues that impact on our Latino familles. They have also served as your
competent advisor as you deliberated on these issues.

i do not think that | need to explain to you about the growth of the Latino

communities In CT. Orour gress under representation In local and State

government and the fact that we are underserved. On many levels we are an
- invisible community.

I am sure you%hag've recelved statistical data and research findings from LPRAC
to support the nead for the existence of this Commission. LPRAC serves as our
voice. If you eliminate LPRAC you are in fact shutling us up!

Therefore, | would ike to make the following arguments as to why you should not
support the Governor's proposal to eliminate LPRAC. | would venture to say that
many of these argumsnis would also apply to the other advisory commissions,
such as the African Amerlcan Affalrs, Commission on Children, Asian American
Affairs and Permanent Commission on the Status of Women. | believe there will
come a time when these commissions will bacome obsolete. Unfortunately, that
time is not nowl ' _
Here are. some facts: i
« The Governor is proposing cuts in the area of social services and aid to
municipalities that directly Impact our communities, especially our
children,



« We are currenlly under represented on all government boards and
commissions,

+  Wo are currently under represented in State employment;

+ We are currently under represented on the State legislature.

Alma Maya

You should consider making cuts In other non essenlial areas and maintaining
the advisory commissions, as is. In reality, you should not be balancing a budget
on the backs of the already underserved. This Is unfair and does not promote
equity or good will. ' :

Another proposal, consider consotidating all advisory commissions into one entity
on.a temporary basls. You can name it the ST of CT Commission on Minority
jssues. Each area would keap an Exscutive Director, legistative analyst, publicist
and a secretary. Each would keaep its board of commissioners. They could share
space and equipment. | feel that this is only a temporary measure and you ¢an
certainly pul a future date In your proposal, to reconfigure the commissions.

Please do not ignore that Latinos are a growing population with growing voting
power.

LPRAC has sewéd our communities, our Governors and State legislature very
well for a long time. You should not reward a job well done by kiliing it!

Thank you for your altention.



Testimony for the record by Eddie A, Perez
Mayor, City of Har{ford
Submitted to:
The Connecticut General Assembly
Appropriations Committee
February 11, 2009
Hearing on Permanent Commission on the Status of Women, Commission on Latino
and Puerto Rican Affaivs, African American Affairs Commission, and Commission
on Aging

Good afternoon Chairs Harp and Geragosian and members of the Appropriations
Commities, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of The Permanent .
Commission on the Status of Women, The Commission on Latino and Puerto Rican
Affairs, The Afvican American Affnivs Commission, and The Commission on Aging,

Connecticut is a State rich In diversity; a fact evidenced today by the wide range of
ethnicities, ages, and interests represented in this room. This year’s budget calls for the
climination of a number of Commissions that work to protect and nurture that diversity.
Without question the State of Connecticut’s economic woos demand that we as elected
officials and constituents make some very difficult choices. However, we must be
mindful of the long-range impact of those choices.

To fully appreciate the consequence of losing any one of the Commissions before you for
comment this afternoon, I ask that you to consider the extraordinary work that each of
them has done up to today.

The Permanent Conmission on the Status of Wonten has and continues to '
aggressively pursue the elimination of sex discrimination in the State of Connecticut, To
that end The Commission advocates not only for women’s equity alone, but for a wide
vange of concerns that impact many of us; from family-friendly policies in the work
place, to education, to health.

The Permanent Commission on the Status of Women provides law makers with the
information they need to make informed decisions on how legislation will affect women
throughout the State, The Commission also acts as a conduit between government and the
private interest groups and citizens who are invested in services and opportunity for
women, (R

The mission of The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission is the advancement
of the Latino and Puerto Rican Communities in the State of Connecticut. The LPRAC has
worked to earn a number of successes since its creation, helping to pass legislation
improving the case of access 10 education and health care in the Latino Community. The
Commission has placed a strong focus on those health issues that plague the Latino
community, fighting against HIV/AIDS, lead poisoning, and asthma.



The Commission provides a unique information service, offering lawmakers and the
community publishing the only comprehensive socio-economic study for the Latinos in
Connecticut. Additionally, The LPRAC has fought for issues whose impact pxiends
beyond just the Latino community; from comprehensive immigration reform at the

national level to greater legal representation for abused and neglected children.

11 the twelve short years since its inception The African American Affairs Cominission
has worked diligently 10 protect and promote the interests of Connecticut’s African
American population. The Commission was instrumental in the passing of key lggistation
to curb gun violence, combat hate erime, and restore voting rights 1o the more than

50,000 Conuesticut men and women who've served prison sentences.

‘he African American Affairs Commission has also taken a strong proactive role in the
community. Their “Know How to Go” and “Collego Gioal Sunday” programs have
provided over 15,000 first goneration and economically disadvantaged children in this
State with the tools needed to access higher education. The Cormmission also works with
national health organizations to increase awarenoss and prevention of chronic diseases

and promote good health in the African American community.

Phe Connecticnt Comission on Aging has been committed to improving the lives of
Comnecticut’s older adults for over 16 years. As Comnecticut's one million baby boomers
© grow older, The Commission is needed now more than ever to help prepare us for this
demopraphic change.

The Commission has put forth legislation improving the lives of Connecticut’s older
population, I 2008 The Commission established the Aging and Disability Resource
Conter which has allowing sentor, citizen’s greater individual choice concerning their
{ong term care: The Commission has also worked to expand and simplify several
Medicaid progeam options, a8 well as to address the concerns surrounding an aging

workforce and the growing need for older care.

As you’ve heard, the Commisslons put before you for comment this aflernoon have made
important gains for ihe communities that they represent, Certainly now inore than ever
before minorities have greater representation at all tevels of government. Still, the work
of these Commissions is not yet complete, 1f any one of them were shuttered, it would
mean an end to coordinated and informed advocacy for the constituencies they reprosent.
Both the economic and soclal cost of losing those voices would be far greater than agy

savings made by eliminating the Commissions.

Thank you.
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February 10, 2009

Honorable Toni Ham, Ca-Chair
Scnator

Honorable Juan Candelarin, Co-Chair
State Representative

Appropriations Comauities

State Legislature

State of Conneclicut

300 Capitel Avenug

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Sen. Harp & Rep. Candelaria:

The Latino and Puerio Rican Affairs Commission has been a vital part of the Hispanie
conumunily for the past 14 years,” It was the Legistaturs, in keeping with current trends of
addressing the lssues of a growing community, who had the forosight to establish this
Commission In the first place, Tt behooves the Legislature to continve o recognize how vilal it is
for this agency lo continig serving lhe needs of the Hispanic population in Conneeticul,

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Conunission has been the voice of the Hispanic
community in many arcas including health, education, tnmigrant issues and youlh {o just nume a
few. They have been instrumental in working with many pariners in the commuaity arid helped -

HAVOCT, fnc to advocate and pass HB #5799 which provided bilingual VSO services at DVA.
The Hispanic comummity has been hurting for many morc years than the current harsh
economic 1imes. K would be so detrimental to do away with an agency that can bring those major
congems 1o the table of those with the power and influence to be able to make the situation just a
little belter for those under-served in areas of employment, housing, health and educalion.

We implore the Appropriations Comuiltee and, through i, the Legislature to recognize
{he value of this organization and ensure that it remains a part of the State budgel. We ar¢ sure
{hat they can agrec lo institute any and oll measures thas will assist with this hard ecoromic
dovmturn but to remove them now would be to silence a buge population that is in dire need of
services at his time. Hispanic veterans aro faring a Jitile botter for LPRAC's intervention.
We can be reached at 860-721-5849 should you have any quostions and stand ready 1o
provids testinony if it would help their cause.

b Respectfully,
cﬂmﬂl & Gz

Juan L. Cruz, Interim President

3jr.0. Box 336221, WEST HARTFORD, CT $6133-0221 HAVOCF@H!SPANlC-AMEMCANVETEMNSCT.ORG
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Fehruary 11, 2009

. Dear Approprlations Comimittes Member:

The Latine and Puerto Rlcan Affalrs Commission has heen o yltal part of the Hispanle
community for the post 14 year, it was the Leghlature, In heeplng with current trends of
addressing the lsues of a growlng community, who had the foresight to establish this
Commission In the first place. It behooves the Leglslature to continue to recognize how vital it s
for this agency to continue serving the needs of the Hispanic populatlon Connectlcut,

The Latino and Pierto Rlcein Affalrs Commission has been the volce of the Hispanlc community
in many arecs Including health, education, inmigrant lssues and youth to Just name o few.
They have heen instrumented In working with many partners In the community such a5 the
Department of Educatlon, the Department of Soclal Services, Department of Publlc Heclth
and Adminlstrative Services to ensure that the programming avollable within - those
orgemizattons Is readily made avallable to the Hispanic community statewlde.

The Hisponlc community hus beeh hurting for mony mote years than the current harsh
economic times. It would be so detrimental to do away with an agency that can bring those
mcor concerns to tha table of those with the power and Influence to be able to mahe the
gtuction just o little better for those under-served i areas of employment, howsing, health and
education. . ‘

We Implore the Approptiations and, through It, the Leghloture to recognize the value of this
organlzation and ensure that it rornolins o part of the State budget. We ara sure that they con
agree to Institute any and gl mecsures thet will assist with this hard economic downturn but to
remove them now wotild be to sllence a huge population that 1s Th dire need of services at this
ttme,

We can be: reqéhed ot 203-739-5636 should you have any questions and stand ready to
provide tastimony If it would help thelr cause,

Raspectiully,

(bner Bungos -Roduiguer
Abner Burgos-Rodriguez

Chair o

Latino Scholarship Fund - -~



February 1i, 2009

Dear Appropriations Committee Member:

On behalf the Spanish American Merchants Assoclation, d non-profit organtzation that provides technledl
asslstance to small business owners, 1 would llke to state that the Latino and Puerto Rican Affalrs
Commission have beenvary instrumental to our orgenization emd our communlty. The commision hos
assistad our arganizatlon with opening of our Wiiliromtlc office, asslsting our merchants with the WIC
program and has akso supported many of our projacts, They have been ¢ vital inkk to other community
agencles as well, - '

Wa ask that you reconsider to malntain tha Latlno and Puerto Rican Affalrs Commission In the State
budget so that they can continue with thelr work. :

Respectfully
Cesar Mejla -
Board Vice President

spANISH AME v C NTS ASSOCIAT
95 Park Slreal, Harilord CT 06106 Yol 860-278-6825 Fax: §60- 241-9000
235 Grand Aventie, New Haven CT 06513 Tal 203-860-0522 Fax. 203-865-0355
872 Mein Siresl, Wiliimanlfo CT 08226 Tel860-423-8400 Fax: §60-423-4800
www.samachorg




Society of Latin American Firefighters
120 Spruce Slreet
Manchester, Connectiout 06040

February 10, 2009

Henorable Tont Ham, Co-Chair
Senator

Honorable Juan Candelaria, Ca-Chair
State Reprosentative

Appropristions Commitiee

State Legistaiure

Siate of Conneclicut

300 Copitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Scn. Harp & Rep. Candelaria:

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission has been vital part of the Hispanic community for e
past 14 years. It was the Legistature, in keeping with current (rends of addrossing the Issues of n growing
community, who had the foresight to establish {his Commission in the first place. 1t behooves the Legislature to
continue to recopgnize how vital it is for this agency to continue serving the needs of the Hispanie population in
Conneeticul.

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Cominission has been she voice of the Hispanio community in many
arcas including bealth, education, immigrant issues and youth to just nantc a few. Thoy have been instrumental in
working with many partuers in the comuunity and we have supported their efforis at {hoir annua) leadership and
student recognition for many years. :

The Hispanio ommunity has been tarting for many more years than the current harsh economic times. It
would be so detrimontal to do away with an agency that can bring those major concems o the table of those wilh the
power and influcnce to bo able to make the situation just a lltle belter for those under-served in avens of
employmen, housing, health and eduention. '

We implore the Apprapriations and, through it, the Legislature to recognize the value of this organtzation -
and ensure that it remains 8 part of the Stato budget, We are sure that they can agree o fnstitute any and ail
measures (hat will assist with this hard economic downlum but to remove them now wonld be lo silence 2 huge
population ihat is in dire heed of scrvices at this time.

We can be reachied al 860-836-3987 should you have any questions and stand rendy 1o provide tostimony if
it would help their cause.

Sincerely,

Soop Hiontas

Jooy Huerlas, President



NAS ‘ ‘ National Association of Social Workers / Connecticut Chapler -

oo

2139 Silas Deane Highway _ Sherry Ostrout, MSW, CMC, President

Suite 205 Stephen A Karp, MSW, Exccutive Director
Rocky Hill, CT 06067 naswel@conversent.nel

(860) 257-8066

Appropriations Commniittee Public Hearing

In Support of the Human Rights Commissions
' Febrnary 11, 2009

Submitted By: Sherry Ostrout, MSW, CMC
: President

SENATOR HARP, REPRESENTATIVE GERAGOSIAN, and mermbers of the Appropriations Committee,
On behalf of the National Assoctation of Social Workers, Connecticut Chapter, representing over 3400
members, T submit this public testimony in support of the 5 human rights Commissions and the office of the
Health Care Advocate, -

NASW, for years, has provided informed positions on a number of {mporlant topics as it relates to our social
work members and those we serve through social work services. We creale legislative agenda and establish
priorities through our membership networks and comumitices. Last night, NASW's Board of Direclors passed
a resounding and unanimous priority resolution to support the maintenance of the five human rights
Commissions -- Aging, Children, Women, Latino and African American affairs and additionally the Office

~ of the Healthcare Advocate, _ .

During this time of extraordinary financial challenge it is desperately and of utmost importance, io maintain
the human rights commissfons that provide the non-partisan, research based public policy anaiysis that we
can rely upon. We rely upon the Commissions to analyze public policy impact, national trends and provide
Connecticut specific recommendations on efficiencies all within the important context of an independent
voice. If this expertise or independent voice was duplicated in any other legisiative or executive department
NASW would not be providing this testimony. The Commission’s are not redundnnt, they are not duplicative
and they are hot fluff,

The Commission on Aging, as one example, has a proven history of bringing providers, advocates, the
executive and legislative branches together over initiatives that, in this year alone, led to recommendations
that can save the state $600 million dollars, During a time where long term care issues and costs are growing
at alarming rates, during a time of enormous expansion of the older adult population we need the
Commission on Aging to help lead our state as the demands, we know, will not diminish,

-

On behalf of the National Association of Social Workers in Connecticut and our 3,400 members, we ask the
Appropriations Committee to suppott the Commission’s through supportive funding for this critical and
necessary independent work,
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Hispanos Unidos, Inc.

116 Sherman Avenue » New Haven, Connecticut 06511

Exgeultve Dirgclor Tel: 203-781-0226 .
Lug Z.-Gonzdist ; ' ' fax; 203-781.0229

February 10, 2009

Dgar Legislative Membars;

! am writing this letter on behalf of all the Latinos in Conngotiout that af some point have
been involved with The Latino and Puerto Rican Affalrs Comimission. Wae as Latinos
have worked hard to maintaln the Commisslon with cur suppor and particlpation In
meny venues of importance to us, | am urging the Govarnor to reconsider keeping the
Commission thet Is so vital 1o both the Latino Communlty and the State of Connscticut.

Latinos In Conneclicut continue to grow not only In numbers, but also as part of the
economic growth of this state. This has been In part of the work thal the Commission
has done. The commission has been part of idenlifying members of the Latino
community for other commisstons and boards key to the work of the state and
government, Therefore, | caniol stress enough the imporiance of maintaining this
Coinralssion.

If you woulld llke more Information or if | can be of furthery assistance, you may contad
mo at lgonzal spanos-unjdos.org or 203-781-0226. Thank you in advance for any

consideration given {6 this request.

Sincaraly,

. Gonzélez, MS
Executive Director
Hispanos Unldes, Inc.

“Cuida tu Salud”
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Testimony of the LPRAC before the Appropriations Committee
Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Room 2C of the Legislative Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut

H.B. No. 6365 “An Act Concerning the State Budge! for the Biennium ending
June 30, 2011, and Making Appropriations Therefor”

Good aflerncon State Senator Harp, State Representative Gerngosian and honorable members of
the Appropriations Commitiee, My namo is Ed Rodrigusz, n Commissioner of the Latino and
Puerio Riopn Affairs Conunission (LPRAC), Chairman of the Priosities & Legislation commities
of the LPRAC and the designated speaker on behalf of the LPRAC today. .

History

The LPRAC was created by the Connestiont General Assembly in 1994 via Public Act D4~
152, taking effect February 1, 1995. The LPRAC is parl of tho Legislative branch and is
govemed by scotion 2-120 of the Conneotiout General Statutes as amended by Public Act
number 03229, The initial appointecs to the thirteen board members included all the
mombers of the Govemor's Council for Latino and Puerlo Rican Affnirs eslablished by
Executive Order Number Ten by Governor Lowell P. Weickor, Iy,

Misslon Statement and Legisiative Mandaie

The LPRAC!s mission as stipulated in statute is to coordinate and provide access to

resources by developing and recommending to the Govemor and the Legislature policy for

the advancement of the Latino and Puerto Rican communlty by: : .
~‘The commission shalt: '

1. Review and comment on any proposed staie legislalion aiid regulations that would
affect the Lalino and Pucrto Rican populations in the state and provide to the
mombers of the Gencral Assembly copies of nuy such comments;

2. Advise and provide tnformation to the Governor and {he General Assombly on the
stale's policios concerning the Laio and Puerto Rican communitics;

3. Advise the Governor and the General Asscmbly concerning the coordination and
adwinisteation of stale programs serving the Lalino and Puerio Rican pepulations;

4. Maintain a liaison between We Latino and Puerlo Rican communities and
governmental entilios, including, but nol limited to, the General Assembly;

5. Bncourage Latino and Puerta Rican representation at all levels of state government,
includlng state boards and commissions, and maintain an accessible list of
prospective appointess who are members of the Latino or Puerio Rican community;

6. Securs appropriale recognition of e accomplishments and contributions of Latino
and Puerio Rican populations of the slate;

7. Work In consultation with the joint commiliee of the General Assembly having
copnizance of matters relating to tegisiative enagement for the purpose of
establishing a plan of shost-term and long-tems initiatives based on the needs of the

_ Latino and Puerio Rican community; and

8, Prepare and submit to the Goversor an annual report concerning its olivities with
any -approprisle recommendalions concerslng the Lallno and Tuerto Rican
populalions of the state and submit a copy of the report lo the joint commilies of
the General Assembly having cogoizance of maliers relating 1o legislative

_ management, which commilice shall distrlbnite a copy of the report to cach member
of the General Assembly.



Summary of Performunce

Thus far, the LPRAC has published the only report on the socioeconomic status of
Latinog throughout the state. Morcover, in order o respond to one of our fegisiative
mandales, the commission bas eld annual Gala-Award evenls in celebration of the
accomplishments of the many outstanding adult and youih leaders in our cormminity.
Furthermore, the LPRAC has developed a Legisialive Apenda and testified before the
Connectlcut General Assembly on a broad range of Issues dealing with education,
hoaltheare, housing, judicial, and cconomic development, The LPRAC has reen
successhut in providing informatidn about legislation that has later been adopted into law
sch as the creation of ndividual Davelopment Account Programs, and tho restoralion of
voling rights just to mention a few exaraples, The LPRAC conlinues generating data for
tawmakers on issues such as iho Housing Morigage Crisis, HIV/AIDS, Lead Tolsoning,
and Asthma, TFurlhermore, 1he LPRAC Ias successfully worked in partnership with
Connectiout lnwmakers, federal, state, and municipal elected officials on issues such as
the effects of workplace discrimination, redistricting, trafiicking of persovs, domestic
violence in immigrant communilies and immigeation reform. Finally, the confercnees
and programs initiated by the LPRAC includes the Reflecting Connectiowt Project, Dual
Language tralning, honteownership conferences, money - management, and abowt the
Inndmark State Supreme Courl case of Sheff, Bermudez vs. O'Nelil,

The demands on the LPRAC have continued lo increase with more and more elected
officials, members of the public and instilutions seeking our expertise in a broad range of
arcas of cxireme lechnical difficuity. In 2007, for instance the immigrant communities
began to mobilize through-om ihe State of Connecticut seeking help on different problem
areas and the LPRAC stood up to the challenge nnd advoonted in the legistature in
support of state-sponsored healthcare programs for legal immigrants, drafied the
lanpunge for the in-sinte tuition bill that would have provided in-state tuition (o the
children of immigrants, and collaborated with ofher state leaders in support of lbe

creation of a Trafficking in Persons Conncil.

Tnt the education front lho LPRAC began a parinership between the Deputy Commissioner
of the State Depariment of Education to look for ways (o improve cducation ontcomes for
Latino students and played on imporiant. advisory role to e Copmmissionsr of
Rducation's proposed plan for Secondary School Reform Legislation — a plan that sees
student success by the connection belweeh 21¥ Century Learning, Engagement, and
Rigor. The LPRAC among olher recommendations submitted in wriling o the Education
Commitice of the Comneoticut Geseral Assembly (CGA) or with direct meotings with the
Co-Chiairs of Bducation in the past fow years tnclude the following recommendations: (1)
that the CGA substantially increnss siale investmenis in pre-school educatlon, {2reduce
tho segregation and the concentration of poor students in Connegticut schools, (3)
improve teacher certification requiteienls, (4)increasing capacity in school readiness
programs for low-income studenis, (S)mandate that the State Departmient of Education
prepare a comprehonsive plan of intervention in nou-performing sehools under the
Federal No Child Lot Behind Act, and (6)provide the Comuecticul Mastery tcst to

Limited English Broficlent students in their sative language.

The LPRAC is also an active member of the Cormmission on Racial and Ethnic Disparity
in the Criminal Justice System {REDCIS), which was oreated by the Conneoticut stale
tegislature to make recommendations on how to chiminato racial and othnic disparitics in
the criminat justice system. In October 22, 2008 the LPRAC collaborated with the
REDCIS at the helm of the Honorable Lubbie Harper It in an event entitled Disparity in
Connecticu: Where are e Now and Where are we Heading, which will help us respond
to our legislative charge on developing and recommending policies to reduce the number
of Latinos aid African-Amerlcans in our criminal justice system as well as the number of
minoritics who are viclimized by crime, This far reaching charge requires the
Comnission to examine every aspect of the systems from arrests lo dispositions as well



as how the public perceives the fage of the syslem, The REDCJS is cvrrently focusing all
its offorts on finding ways lo keep the children and the youth to sfay away from the
crimingf justico system and the LPRAC already made specific recommendations to the
REDCIS of the imporiance of prioritizing efforts that study the adequacy of the number
of court Interprelers, compeionce of lcgat vepresentation for underprivileged Latino
dofondants with Limited English Proficiency and most importantly 1o pako
recommendations to the CGA and to the Govenor's Office to increase the number of
Latiio judges, which s currently about 2.6 percent of the fotal positions currently
available within a population size already surpassing the 12 percent mark.

At the beginning of 2008 fhe LPRAC - befor¢ a xoom full of communily leaders,
concemed members of the publie, and the press — announced the findings of the
LPRAC's fourth and most comprehonsive Socio-Economic Study, The LPRAC utilized
the results of this reporl to prepire ils 2009 Legisiative agenda, This report indicated
that a growing number of Latino familles lving in Conmecticul’s five largest gities
conlinug experiencing a declining standard of living, The declining economy is only
adding to the burden of these working families, forcing many of them to work muliple
jobs o keep a float. At the time of the amowncement the LPRAC advised both the
Governor and the legislature 10 reaot through polioy that bears clear and tangible change
to avoid o larger economic crisis.

In July of 2008, the LPRAC conducted a summit entifled Connecticut Familles inoan
Alling Markel: Sunmit on Housing at the Legishative Office Building to study the
impact of the housing morigage crisis on the state's Latino sad minorlty populations.
The LPRAC invited a series of national and state expes 10 1alk abowt the topic and
intended to motivale public dialogue and policy discussion among the experts and
policymakers alike.

The LPRAC In coalition with ofher state efection officials ond other Lalino organizalions
worked on a campaign entiiled *{Tu Volo Si Cuental” or “Your Vole Does Cownt!”
which endeavored fo regisiér 10,000 now Latino votess across the state. The LPRAC
specifically heiped establish volunteer commiltess in Bridgeport, Danbury, Hartford,
Meriden, New Dritain, New London, Wallingford, Waterbury, and Willimantic. This
effori was the ficst of its kind in the state and the ultinate rosults of the campaign showed
that a total of 25,570 Latinos registered to vole via the *;Tu Voto Si Cuental” For
COMPATISON PUIPOSES, keep in ming that to the best of our knowledge there are abow
90,000 Latinos repistered lo vole in Conneoticut, which is less than half of the cilizen
voling age papulation. I» other words the LPRAC’s offorts resulted in a Latino voler
regisieation increase of 24% not bad for an effort with almest no monetary investments
from the state.

The LPRAC alsc continues responding to our logisiative mandate which stipulates that it
musl secure the appropriate recognition of the accomplishments and contributions of the
Latino and Poerlo Rioan population of the stals, 702007 the LPRAC bestowed jts Latino
Citizen of the Year Award to Bishop Poter A. Rozazza for his teadership in the arca of
help to Latino immigrants. Mrs. Lelicia Colon was awarded tie Latioa Citizen of the
Year Award for her commilient (o helping mentally ohaitenged adulis succeed through
social intogration, The LPRAC thus far has recognized 10 agencies for their work on
their communities and so far awarded $45,000,00 doltars from privalc grants o Latino
stdenis for their acadomic success. In 2008 the LPRAC awarded Dr. Agnes Quiiiones
and Dr, Francisco Donis the Latinnfo Chizen of the Year Award and annownced that the
PRAC would double their scholarship monelary awards to about $85,000.00 for the
Fiscal Year of 2009, These award-cerenonies bring togethior abowt one thonsaud guests
from tiroughout the state to recognize the Latino cormunity's best and brightest, and
colebrate- the achtevements of leaders, organizations and students, All of which is



performed using no state funds. I 2008 the LPRAC raised more than $i00,000.00 In
privale contributions to make this possible.

The Commission is also aclive making recommendalions (o the Conseclicul General
.Assembly regarding increastng access 0 healtheare to tho Latino community, In 2007,
for instence, the LPRAC assisled the lepistalure passing fegistation that mandates ihe
Commissioner of Social Services to work with The LPRAC on the development of an
outreach offort through the Latino media to inprease Latino children’s curollment in the
Healthcare for Uninsured Kids and Youlh (HUSKY) program. The LPRAC is also an
aclive member of the legislature’s HeatthFirst Connecticut Authorlty Commitiee, which
is mandated to examing ond evaluate different alieratives for providing all Connecticut
residents quality, affordable, and sustainable healihcare, and a member by state statute o
the Commission on Health Equity within the Office of the Health Care Advocate to work
Lo (eliminate disparitics in health status based on race, ethaicily, and lingnistic abitity
and (2) improve the quality of health for all siate residents (Public Act 08-171).
Furthormors, the LPRAC played a big role in directing the fiest ever-national grant for a
1obaceo secession pIogram designed o protect Comnecticut Latinos fom the dangers of
tobagco use. This program was entitled “Laline no Fumes Protége W Satud — Latino
don't Smoke Protect Your Health” presented in parinership with the Hartford Hospital
throngh a graut totaling $407,055 given by the American Logacy Fonndation for a three
year prograin,

The LPRAC was also part of a successful coalition that advoeated I support of Hispanic
veterans for o now mandato requiting the Stale Departinent of Veteran Affairs hire
bilinguai staff. The bill was introduced by Stale Reprosentntive Kelvin Roldan o-4"
House District) in collaboration with the Hispanic Americon Veterans of Connecticitt,
Ino. The bill was given wnanimous vote In both chambers of the CGA and it was signed
into law by the Govemor on June 14, 2007,

Current LTRAC Recommendations :

At tho beginning of Jast year, iive LPRAC released the fourth cdition of the Latino Sosio-
Economic Status study, which alerted policy makers of 8 declining standard of liviog for
Latinos in Conncetiout. This survoy indicated [hat the most pressing issues for Laotinos
were inx relief, high healthcare cosls, and education reform. Moreover, the LPRAC stood
side by sido with the Hispanic Health Councit when they informed the Conneeticul
jopistature, about a year ago, of an existing health ctisis affecling disproportionately the
Latino population. All of these alerts happened prior 10 the home mortgage meltdown of
2008 which generaled another sel of coonomic probliems across the conntry. All in al, the
LPRAC beligves this reecssion, if no managed wisely, will disproportionately affect ihe
Latino community and that is a cost the state cannot afford to underinke,

It is within this coniext that the LPRAC recommends ihat the Counecticut General
Assembly {CGA) provides tax relief, skcagthien stale services that aim to help familics
during this recession, reshufile state priorities to e able to afford edugation reform
legisintion and provids affordable heallh care coverage for all state residents. n specific,
the state should suspend forectosure sales for slx monthe, and continue funding Latino
agencioy thal provide job training for the unenmployed, food and shelter to ihe homeless,
healthcare coverage to the uninsured and after school progratns for the youth.

he LPRAC also’ récommends that Connectiont polic'ymakcrs prioritize legisiation that
endeavors to help Lalino businesses strive during 2 nationa! economic downtum and a
worsening credit orlsis. Latino entreprencurs making investments in Connecticul are
feoling the weight of tils economio crisis and are going 1o need aceess lo capital to stay
competitive. Recently, Governor Rell announced a $100 Milflon loan progiam for



Conneclicul businesses as part of e Governor's "Four-Point” Credit Plan to ensure the
continued free Nlow of eredit in the slate’s economy, The LFRAC Is supportive of ihis
plan; however, the LPRAC does not believe thal these funds arc trickling down lo Latino
businesses, therefore we wge the Govemor the legislature to ensure that this growing

segment of the industry have equal access (o those resources already pvailable,

Furthermore, the LPRAC will reach-out to the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus of e
CGA to work on ways lo increaso judicial nominations of minority judges serving on
Conneclicut stale courls; LPRAC wanlts to work with the leadership of the CGA on
legislation (hat belps Latino immigrant families on issues of higher-cducation, hate
orimes, and domestic violence, '

Finally, the LPRAC will make recommendations (o stato appeinting authorities about the
sieed 1o diversify the State of Connectiont’s boards, and commissions. It is one of the
LPRAC's most [mporlant mandales to Yoncourags Latinp and Puerto Rican
~ reprosentation at all levols of stale governmenl, including state boards and conumlssions”
and n major requirement of the taw Is that appointing anthorlties consider gender and race
when making their appointments, However, from the latest raoial composition report
released by the Secretary of ihe State, there was insignificant changs In represcatation of
winority groups belwesh 2005 and 2007. In both years, members of minority growps
were significantly vederrepresented. Specifically for owr community, although the
population increased from around 9.4 pereent (o 11.2 percent during this period, our
represenlation for boards and commission went from 3.1 percent to 3.2 percent — A
disappointing score card,

Uniﬁcd Front in Support of ail teplsiative Commissions

The LPRAC have collaborated throughout the years wiih the other key commissions of
the legisiature: Commission on Children, permanent Commission on the Status of
Women and the African-American Affaiss Commlssion on varjons projecis.  We
represented i Lating community on the Commission on Children’s Early Chilghood
Parinership as they drafled language 1o obtain funding for early childhood education. We
wotked In partnesship with the Permancnt Commission on e Status Women and the
African-American Affairs Commission on the RefleCTing Connectlcut/Reflejando a
ConneCTient initiative whose focus was 1o ensure diverse appointments on the slate’s
boards and commissions by leglstative leaders and the Governor. We all participated on
the Women's Health Campalgn Comunittee, in tbe annual Making Women Vislble
program and & collaborative on the uniform presentation of the ialent bank information to
the logislative leaders. Tho LPRAC, for the record, testified in support of the creation of
the Aslan Ametican Affairs Commission aad romains supportive of their efforts to be
part of the logislative branch of Govermment. .

Closing statement

The LPRAC looks forward to working in partnership with the Govemtor and the CGA o
address and solve the problems affecting the Latino communily. As the lepisiative
mandate that created the LPRAC siates, we have been and continue 10 be ready to work
with the Governor and the tegislature; all that we ask is to be inviled to the table as &
parines, aclive contributor and the only voice that speaks on behalf of all Latinos in the
- Sate of Conngotict. - o S
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February 10, 2009

Senator Tont Harp, Co-Chair
Rop. Juan Candeloria, Co-Chir
Appropriations Committee
Legislative Office Building

300 Capitol Avenue

Hayiford, CT 06106

Drear Senator Harp and Representative Candelarin!

T am writing this tettor iin suppott of the Latino and Puerto Rican Affaics
Commission (LPRAC) In response to Governor M, Jodi Rell's proposal to
eliminnte this hwportant statewido conumission, In 1994, the CT State Leglsiature
created LPRAC in ordor to reach ont to, effectively roprosent and speak out for
the Latlno population that reprosenis Connectiout’s largest minorily group.

Since 1995, the LPRAC has played pivolal role in recommending legistation
that has fnter been adopted into Jaw, swoh a5 the oreation of Individual
Developmont Aceount (IDA) Programs aid the rostoration of voling rights.
LPRAC also conilnues generating key duta on issves ranging From HIV/AIDS,
jead polsoning and asthna, and publishos the only comprehensive soclo-

cconomio study on tho siatus of Latinos in Connscticut.

Furthermore, the LPRAC leverages its parinerships with tawmakers, federal and
municipal elected offioinls, and natlonal civil rights leaders to affect changs on
Jssues suoh as workplace discrimination, tedistrloting, human trafficking and
immigration reform. They have adviscd nnd provided information to the
Governor and the General Assembly on the stnto's polcics coneerning Mie Latino
and Puctio Rican community. LPRAC has also provided guidance to the
Govenior and the Goneral Assembly concorning the coordination nd
administration of siate progeanis serving the Lalino and Prerio Rican population.

In July 2008, LPRAC hosted a state-wide honsing gummit thaf drew
representatives fron the Stato Banking Cotnmission, the Conneeticut Houshig
Finance Authorlty, Siato Logislators, members of the Commission’s Board in
collaboration with SINA, and private foundntions. This was an important
opportunity to provide crftlcal information o community based organizalions and
government agencles about how the foreclosure orlsis has disprop ortionately
aflected Latinos in Connectlout and the rescureos available (o assist homeowners.

Although LPRAC lias minde sigaificant sirides in its efforts, more work still
nceds to be dons fo help Latinos olose the gaps that oxist in oblalning high
quality health onre, botter educational opportunities, access o affordable housing,
and securing lving wago jobs.

5013 Main Avemye, Norwadk, GV 06851 1543
Tek 2037503200 Fax: 203.750.3232
Frnail: info@Jcefusndntinn.ong wawsFeelmutdation.ong



We urge that Governor Rell and the Connecticut Legislature reconsider their
degision (o efiminnie the Latino and Puerlo Rican Affairs Commission which is a
ciltical rosonrco and serves a vital purpose as one of the iustruments the
legisialuse and the Goveritor can seck out whenever it needs information on one
of its large and growing constitucncies in Connecticut. Thank you for your
consideration.

nda Caldora-Durant, M.S.
Program Dirgelor
Konomic Opportunity & Henlth and thuman Seivices

Ce: Reprosentntive Minnie Gonzalez
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To the Members of the Appropriations Comimittee:

Distinguished members of the Appropriations Commitiee my name is Bonnie Lebron and
I am here this evening to speak on behalf of the Latino & Puerto Rican Affairs
Commission better known as LPRAC. 1 am a Latino Social Worker and a member of @
bilingual, public speaking club known as LPRAC Tonstmaster, This club has been under
the auspices of the agency for Ihe almost 10 years and promotes the change and
empowerment of its member though the improvement of communication and leaderships
skills. Tt is the only Spanish and Bnglish public speaking club in Connecticut.

The Latino & Puerto Rican Affairs Commission was established 14 years ago by some of
your fellow members/legislators and since then it has greatly impacted the creation of
legislation toward {he betterment of Latinos in Connecticut. These legislations have been
in the areas of edueation, health, jmmigrant’s issues and youih to name a few. By
providing advocacy, advice, collaborating with other agencies and rescarch LPRAC has
been able to positively influence the creation and continuation of programming to
enhance the lives of Latinos in the state, '

As a member of Toastmasters and Latina, 1 would not be here this evening if LPRAC has
not agreed to support an organizalion that believes that peoples’ lives can be enhanced by
giving them the tools for lendership and by being able to voice their concerns in public.

[ am sure that you as legislators know the importance of that,

Latinos/Hispanic are the fastest growing population in United States, That is a well-
known fact. We are also the group with the lowest level of education in Connecticut,
LPRAC has been an instrument ensuring that Latinos reach ¢ higher level of education.
Let’s make sure that that keeps happening. I know (hat we are experiencing tough,
economic times and that some things have to give. People ave loosing their jobs; their
homes and they are already making a lot of sacrifices. Please do not allow the
elimination of an agency like LPRAC, when it is needed the most, Please do not silence
a huge population that is in dire need of services at this moment,

Thanks!



"Testimony On Behaif Of The
Connecticnt Regional Office of the
Antl-Defamation League

IN OPPOSITION TO
A PORTIONS OF IIB 6365 .
AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE BUDGET FORTHE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE
30. 2011, AND MAKING APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR

February 11,2009

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) was founded in 1913 with a mandate to fighi the
defamation of the Jewish people and secure justice and fair treatment for all. Today the ADL is
one of the country’s leading eivil rights and human services organizations. The Connecticut
Regional Office of ADL is based in Hamden and serves the entire state of Connecticut.

We submit this testimony today to express our opposition to the portions of B 6365 {hat would
eliminate the African-American Affairs Commission, Commission o Latino and Puerto Rican
Affairs, Permanent Comnission on the Status of Women, and Asian Pacific American Affairs
Commission, and in support of the maintenance of those Cominissions as separale entities in
Connecticut’s state government.

The Conunissions are an invaluable resource to the community and provide an impoxtant voice
representing the interests of African-Americans, Lalinos, women, and Asian Pacific Americans
in the state. Their role monitoring legislation, helping to develop significant policy and
initiatives and holding government nccountable is vital to setving the needs of their respective
communities. Their existence as separate entities dedicated to this objective is of particular
jmportance, since many of their constituents may not be i a position to retain private lobbyists
or others to speak on their behalf, and they may otherwise have no presence or participation in
the state’s lawmaking process,

In ADL’s efforls to fight hate, build hope and safeguard tiberty, we work with the Commissions
on a regular basis, The Commissions ave key pariners for ADL in our work monitoring and
advocating on behalf of legislation relating to hate crimes, immigration, and discrimination, as
well as in the implementation of our anti-bias and diversily educationat programmming. Pariners
like the Commissions are essential to ADL’s pursuit of justice and fair treatment for all in
Connecticut, and to the well-being of Aftican-American, Latino, female, Asian Pacific American
and other individuals throughout the slate.

We urge you to reject the portions of HB 6365 that eliminate the African-American Affairs
Commission, Conunission on Latino and Pucrto Rican Affairs, Permanent Commission on the
Status of Women, and Asian Pacific American Affairs Commission and to maintain their
important presence as scparate éntities in Connecticut’s state government,



NEGRON Consulting

February 10, 2009
pear Appropriations Committee Member:

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission {"LPRAC"} has been a vital part of the
Hispabic communlty and Connecticut for the past 14 years, It was the Legislature, in
keeplng with current trends of addressing the issues of a growing community, who had the
foresight to establish thls Commisslon in the tirst place. [t Is critically lmportant the
Legisiature continue to recognize how vital it i5 for this agency to continue serving the
needs of the Hispanic population In Connecticut, As a management consultant, [ have
worked with LPRAC and its leadership on research projects concerning Hispanics In
Connecticut and have always found them to be very heipful, insightful, and professtonal.

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affalrs Commisslon has been the voice of the Hispanic
community i many areas Including health, education, iimmigrant issues and youth to just
name a few, They have been instrumental In working with many partners in the community
such as the Department of Education, the Department of Socdial Services, Department of
Public Health and Administrative Services to ensure that the programming avallable within
those organizations Is readlly made available to the Hispanic community statewide,

The Hispanlc community has been hurting for many more years than the current harsh
economic times.: It would be so detrimental to eliminate an Important organization that
brings those major concemns to the table of those with the power and Influence to be able to
make the situation equitable for those under-served In the areas of employment, housing,
health and education, ‘ ‘

1 encourage and request that the Appropriations Committee and, through it, the Legislature,
recognize the value of LPRAC and ensure that it remains a part of the State budget, 1am
confident that LPRAC and Its leadership can agree to cooperate and Implement any and all
measures required to respond to the current difffcult economic environment and do Its
equitable part. However, {0 eltminate the LPRAC is simply an extreme rmeasure without
merit, forewarning or thoughtful transition plan and would be more harmful than bensficial,
LPRAC Is a volce for the fastest growing segment of the State's population and it is
important that the group be heard and acknowledged - In other words, be ably represented
by its State Representatives at this time. 1 know firsthand that many of you have spoken
publicly on the need for increased cultural competencles at State agencles, and for the need
for additional representatlon on State commisslons and committees,  This Is your
opportunity to “walk the talk”, and as the LPRAC Chalr indicated in his letter of February 9,
2009 to Governor Relf, there Is a clear need to take “a more surglical and strategic approach
to balancing the budget”, The current position is insensitive and not strategic.

i can be reéchetgi. at 203.458.1842 should you have any questions and stand ready to
provide testimony if it would help thelr cause.

Respectfully,
Michael J. Negrén -

Michael ), Negrén, Managing Director
(Note: Consultant to the Connecticut Latino Leadership Council)

49 Hawthorn Road, Gullford, CT 06437 | 203,458.1842 | minegron@comeast.net
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Good evening, Scnafor Haxp, Representative Geragosiau, and members of the Appropriations Commitiee. | am
Maggic Adair, Policy Dircctor of the Comnecticut Association for Human Services (CAHS). CAHS is a slatewide
nonprofit organization that works to end poverty and to engage, equip, and empower all famities in Connecticut to
build a secure future,

Faced with a precipitons drop in state revenue and a budget deficit in the billions, policymakers must now make
difficult decisions. CAHS beticves that Governor Rell and our state legisiators should take the long view on budget
priorities, preserving the integrity of programs and policies that support children, families, and the well-being of the
state, .

T am testifying in opposition to the Governor's proposal to eliminate commissions that advocate for people who are
often the most valnerable in our society. The commissions ¥ am referting to are: Penmanent Commission on the
Status of Women, the Commission on Children, the African-American Affairs Commission, the Commission on
Latino and Puerio Rican Affairs, and the Commission on Aging. The Conunissions serve an important purpose in
providing a voice for these constitnencies and promoting public policy that improves the jitves of women, children,
elderly, and minerity populations, -
In the current unprecedented econoinic downturn, the demand for public service escalates as more and more
individnals lose financial ground and struggle to make ends meet, Middle-class people are being laid off at an
astonishing pace and find themselves secking suppor! they have never sought before. Low-wage earners arc fosing
fheir jobs and do not have any financial cushion o soften the financial blow. We know that the demand for food
stamps, now know as SNAP, bas significantly increased in Connectictt because more and more familics cannot
afford to put food on the table, HUSKY eurollment is rising as well,

Connectiont’s poverty rate will increase as the recession grows deeper and deeper, As more and more people are hit
by the economic tsunami, the Governot’s udget cuts vitals services lo our most vutluerable citizens, Now more
than ever, we need voices to highlight the shoxt-sightedness of outting services when the demand is greater than
ever. ‘The Commissions provide that unique voice for each of their constituents.

Our work at CAHS foouses on family economic security. We promote policies that support families as they move
along an economic contisuum, from meeting basic needs, to financial education, building assets, obtaining an
education and landing a good-paying job, Because of this focus, CAHS is most familiar with the work of the
Commission on Children aud the Permanent Comumission on the Status of Women, CAHS is highly impressed with
the depth and breadth of their work and the results they achieve on bebalf of women and children.

I am awaie that the Commission on Children will technically be heard by this Committee next week. However, it
seems to make sense for CAHS to speak on behalf of the Commissions in one piece of testimony.



The Cominission on Children is a diligent advocate for children and families. The Commission: develops smart,
results-driven policy; brings in federal and philantbropic dollars to the slate; conduels rescarch on children’s needs;
and empower parents to become community leaders, It has played a role in key policies over the years in the syeas
of early childhood education, adoption reform, prevention, child poverty, and health.

Elaine Zimmerman, the Commission’s Bxeeutive Director, has provided an effective and needed voice at the Barly -
Childhood Cabinet and the Child Poverly and Prevention Conucil. We cannot lose the passion, expertise, and
resuits that the Commission on Children provides to the state of Counectiout.

Likewise, the Permancnt Commission on the Status of Women is the leading voices on issues of equily and
opportunity for women, PCSW is the only state entity that evaluates Jaws and policies for their impact on women
and their families, Women need a strong advocate as they ave paid less than men, snffer from sexual harassinent and
discrimination, receive less herlth care than men, conlinue to serve as the core caregiver of the family, and still
cannot break the glass ceiling.

PCSW has been respousible for passage of Jlandmark legislation, including protecting pregnant workers, defining
and prohibiting sexval hamssment, creating the ficst family and medical leave proteclions in the country, and
requiring a 48-hour hospital stay for normal childbirth,

1 have vemarked specifically on the Commission on Children and the Permanent Commission on the Status of
Women because we have worked most closely with them. However, CAHS is just as concerned that we support
advocacy voices of the other commissions. In these difficult times, we cannol suppress voices for our most
vulnerable people.

A balanced budget that disproportionately hits the most valnerable members of our society who have the least
opporiunity to present their interests before state government is not a budget that the people of Connecticut can be
proud of. We are counting on the Appropriations Committce o work with the Finance, Rovenne, and Bonding
Committee and members of the House and Scnate leadership to craft a budgel that reflects equity as well as fiscal
responsibility:



